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Post Declaw Instructions 

 

  Litter Box – The gravel or clumping/sandy type litter in the litter box will need to be removed and 

replaced with shredded paper (newspaper works great). This is to prevent the regular litter from entering 

the incisions and contaminating the site. The regular litter may also cause pain to the tender toes. When 

pet has made a complete recovery you can return to using the litter of your choice.  

 

  Check Paws – The day after surgery, return to our clinic for bandage removal.  At home, check the 

paws often for any signs of bleeding or infection. If you see redness, swelling, discharge, or if the paws 

are bleeding call us immediately (if after hours, contact the Animal Emergency Center 706-324-6659). It 

is not uncommon for post-declawed paws to bleed a few days after surgery, but we need to be aware of 

the complication. Infection is another possible complication of the surgery.  

 

  Sore Paws – The paws will be very tender for a few days following surgery.  

 

  No Jumping - Try to prevent your cat from jumping for at least 10 days following surgery. This will 

help the paws heal faster by not disrupting any formed blood clots and it keeps the soreness to a 

minimum. This is best accomplished by keeping pet contained in 1 or 2 rooms; if this is not possible then 

try to prevent rough play and extra activity.  

 

  Pain Medications and Antibiotics - Your cat will appreciate pain medication following this procedure. 

We strongly recommend pain medication and antibiotics.  Your pet may receive an injectable form of pain 

medication, as well as oral medication for you to give at home.  Your pet may also be sent home with an 

oral antibiotic.  Finish ALL medication. 
  

Affordable Veterinary Services will treat at our clinic, at minimal cost, any post-op complications resulting directly 
from the surgery, if the above post-op instructions are followed in full. We will fully charge for illnesses or injuries 

that are not a direct result of surgery. Please call for an appointment as soon as you see cause for concern. We 
cannot be held responsible for complications resulting from failure to follow post-op instructions, or for contagious 

diseases for which the animal was not previously properly vaccinated.  No suture removal is needed unless 
otherwise noted. 

 

 

 


